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The speech should be given extemporaneously, but make sure to
cover all the bullet points.

Welcome to the Petrov Day ceremony. Here’s how it works:

* We will pass around the booklet, taking turns reading from it by
candlelight.

* Read regular text aloud; perform italicized actions.

 Speak loudly and clearly; don’t fret over pronunciation.

» Read attributions for quotes.

* At the triangle symbol (A ), come up to the table and perform the
action.

» At horizontal lines, pass the booklet and candle.

* Silence your phones.

Are there any questions? Pause for questions

Let us begin.

A Take the last, unlit candle from the candelabrum.

[

=3 =

Tonight we gather in perilous times. May we one day be free from all
fear, and free for all things to come.

So say we one, so say we all.—
Raise the candle high.

(All): —So say we all.

Return the candle to its slot. Turn on the lights and then put out the
candles. This concludes the ceremony.
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A Light the candle in the candle-holder with a match or lighter and
hold it high, saying:

The first candle, for fire.

Remove the lighter/matches from the table.

NapbOnrorinpwrov 0¢ Onpduot mopog
IInynv Klomaiav, 1 01060KALOS TEYVNS
Tlaons ppotoic meépnve Kol UEyog mOpPog.
Toidvoe moIvos GUTAAKNUATOY TIVQ®
YraiOpiog decuoic reraocoaleouévog.

I sought the fount of fire in hollow reed

Hid privily, a measureless resource

For man, and mighty teacher of all arts.

This is the crime that [ must expiate

Hung here in chains, nailed 'neath the open sky.

— Prometheus Bound (circa 450 BC)!

A Tuake the fifth candle from the candelabrum and place it in the

holder.

With industry, the burden of survival is lightened. More so than ever
before, we need no longer toil in the fields for our daily meal and nightly
rest.

That we can turn our labors to other, greater things—
Raise the candle high.
(All): —we will remember.

Return the candle to its slot.
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A Remove the lit candle from the holder and place it in the first slot
of the candelabrum.

Place an unlit candle in the holder.

[y Y Y Y e —

=3 =

Light this candle from the one in the candelabrum and hold it high,
saying:

The second candle, for language.

[y Y Y Y e —

A Take the third candle from the candelabrum and place it in the

With writing, we take on the wisdom of those who came before. We
stand on the shoulders of giants, and see farther than they did, though
we may not be giants ourselves.

That we have a wealth of knowledge upon which to build—
Raise the candle high.
(All): —we will remember.

Return the candle to its slot.

27



P=9 P=9

‘Suruirey 10§ ‘O[pued pIIY) oY ],

:Buidps Y31y 1 pjoy puv
WniqvapuvI ayj Jo JOJS pUOIS Y] Ul U0 Y] WOLf d]pUDd 1Y) JYS1T

\Se W

UIPJOY Y] Ul 2JPUDD J1JUN UD 2ID]J

wWniqvapuv ayj fo 1018
puo22s ayj ui j1 20v]d pup Lapjoy ayj wo.Lf aJpund J1j Y] 240UWdY Y

(1L81) UBIA JO 1U00S9(] ‘UImIe( S9[1eyD) —

o AMIM
10 ‘Oyeq ‘M3Iq 0} AOUSPUQ) JAT)OUIISUI U SBY P[IYd Ou
ISTIYM SUIP[IYO SUNOA INO JO 2[qqeq Y} Ul 99S M SE
“[eads 03 Aoudpud) SAIIOUIISUL U SBY UBW I0J ‘S)e A1eu
-IpIO [[e W) A[OPIM TOAIMOY ‘SIQPIP J] “JUIRd] 9q 0)
sey 93en3ue[ AI0AJ I0J JOUIISUL ONI} B JOU ST A[UIBIID 1],

9C

JO]S §J1 0] 2]pund Yj UANIIY
“JOQUUAIAI [[IM dM— . (]]F)
Y31y 2]puvd Y3 aSIVY
—1]OB) PUE UIBJ[ UBD OM JBy [,

"SIOUIO JO 9SOY) MOUY 0) WO Pue ‘SFUI[99) pue sIYINoy) Ino
QIBYS UBD 9A\ "SN U99M]OQ PUE SN PUOAIQ MOIS SPUIU INO ‘Yodads YITp

“1op]oY

ayy u1 71 2ov]d pun WNIGPJAPUDI Y] WOL[ ]PUDI PU0IIS Y] 2YN] W




@

Gp’ obv tuiv oi moalaioi Abyor GAiOsiav Exerv
va dokovory, [...] 10 moliag dvBpaorwv phopaog
YEYOVEVOL KOTOKADGUOIG TE Kal VOoOIS Kal (GALOIG
molloig, &v olg Ppayd 1 v dvOpidmwv leirecOou
yévog. — Ty pEV obv mbavov 10 To100TOV WAV
TOVTL. — QPEPE 0N, VONTWUEY UIOY TV TOLLDY ToOTHY
TNV TQ KOTOKAVGU®D TTOTE YEVOUEVNV.

Do you believe that there is any truth in ancient tra-
ditions [...] about the many destructions of mankind
which have been occasioned by deluges and pesti-
lences, and in many other ways, and of the survival of a
remnant? — Everyone is disposed to believe them. —
Let us consider one of them, that which was caused by
the famous deluge.”

— Plato, Laws (circa 350 BC)?

A Take the first candle from the candelabrum and place it in the

With fire, we drive away the darkness. We are freed from fear of the
beasts of the night, and can spare a thought for the times ahead.

That we can make light, even in the darkest hours—
Raise the candle high.
(All): —we will remember.

Return the candle to its slot.
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[..JTEPEOY AIOOY TOIX TE IEPOIX KAI
ETXQPIOIY KAI EAAHNIKOIE T'PAMMAZIN
KAI STHXAI EN EKASTQI TQN TE IIPQTQN KAI
AEYTEPQJ...]

This decree [shall be inscribed] on a tablet of hard stone
in hieroglyphic, demotic, and Greek writing and set up
in the sanctuaries in each of the aforementioned temples
of the first, second, and third rank beside the image of
the King Ptolemy, ever-living, beloved of Ptah, the god
manifest, lord of good deeds.”

— Rosetta Stone (circa 196 BC)?

10

A Set the candle-holder down on the table. Take an unlit candle and
hold it high, saying:

Another seventh candle, for an empty future.

Place the candle, still unlit, in the second-to-last slot of the cande-
labrum. Take the candle-holder with the lit candle back to your seat,
and pass it and the booklet along.

On September 7, 2017, a friend of Stanislav Petrov called him on the
phone to wish him a happy birthday, only to learn that he had died
several months prior, in May of that year.

23
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While much writing took the form of legal codes, genealogies, and
other everyday matters, some of it advanced our knowledge of the
world—and more importantly, our method for finding it.

A Remove the lit candle from the holder and place it in the third slot
of the candelabrum.

Place an unlit candle in the holder.

e

Light this candle by touching it in turn to the three lit candles, and
hold it high, saying:

The fourth candle, for science.

)

12

The procedure was clear: report up the chain of command that the
Americans had launched missiles. This could have set off a nuclear
war.

If the launch was real, failing to report it promptly could mean losing a
nuclear war.

What would you have done?

“Iimagined if I’d assume the responsibility for unleash-
ing the third World War—and I said, no, I wouldn’t. [...]
I always thought of it. Whenever I came on duty, I al-
ways refreshed it in my memory.”

— Stanislav Petrov’

Instead of telling his superiors what the system was saying, Petrov told
them it was a false alarm—despite not really knowing this was the case.

21
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A Remove the lit candle from the holder and place it in the fourth
slot of the candelabrum.

Place an unlit candle in the holder.

[y Y — —

Light this candle from the one in the fourth slot of the candelabrum
and hold it high, saying:

The fifth candle, for industry.

[y Y — —

14

A Set the candle-holder down on the table. Take an unlit candle and
hold it high, saying:

The seventh candle, for a flourishing future.

Place the candle, still unlit, in the last slot of the candelabrum. Take
the candle-holder with the lit candle back to your seat, and pass it
and the booklet along.

A0

On September 26, 1983, Stanislav Petrov was the duty officer at the
Oko nuclear early warning system.
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A Remove the lit candle from the holder and place it in the fifth slot
of the candelabrum.

Place an unlit candle in the holder.

fih e

Light this candle from the one in the fifth slot of the candelabrum
and hold it high, saying:

The sixth candle, for computing.

i
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